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A Blow at the Root, Ec. 


1. ra = THC UT Hilines ns Man Pall 
* < ſee the Lokb, ſhall ſes the Face of 
* 1. . Gop in Glory: Nothing under Hea- 

| * ene ven can be more ſure than this: For 
7 the Mouth of the Lok RH hath ſpoken it. 
has tho Heaven and Earth paſs away, yet his 

» Word ſhall not paſs away. As well therefore might 

Gon fall from Heaven, as this Word fall to the 

Ground. No, it cannot be: None ſhall live with 

God, but he that now lives ic Go: None ſball 

enjoy the Glory of Gop in Heaven, but he that 

bears the Image of Gon on Earth. None that is 

not ſaved from Sin here, can be ſaved from Hell 
kereaiter: None can fee the Kingdom of Gon 
above, unleſs the Kingdom of Gop be in him be- 


| low. Whoſoever will reign with CHR18T in Hea- 


ven, muſt have CHRIS reigning in him on Earth. 
He muſt have that Mind in him which was in CHRIS r, 
aan him to walk as CHRIST @lſo walked, 


2. And yet a8 fire as this is, and as ads as 
it is 8 in every Part of the 8 Seriptute, 
| 2 there 


* * 


* ne... 
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there is ſcarce one all the Truths of Cov: : 
Which is leſs received by Men. It was indeed 
acknowledged in ſome Degree, even among 
the wiſer Heathens. Some among them allow'd, 

ö that nothing would pleaſe . but the 
1 ſancti receſfas "Memis, & incotium generoſa pettus 
3 . henejto ; A virtuous, holy Mind, and an Heart 
deep- died with generous Honeſty: But thoꝭ they 

could not deny, yet how eaſily and effectually 

did they evade this? Thy fancied ſomething elſe 

would do as well: That ſome Rites or Ceremonies, 
ſome External Forms, or glorious Actions, would 

ſupply the Place of inward Lolineſs. 80 the fas. 
mous Roman entitles to future Happineſs, not only 
| the Good and Virtuous, but all 
"0 5 Ob pati ium prgnand. vidnera paſſas, 
=_ .- Qu. pie Vates, & Pi bobs dig na locuti; 
| Oo dnventas:qut-qui vitam excolubre per. artes. 
So to fight for their Country, ta write good Verſes, 
Or to invent ufeful Arts, was abundantly ſufficient, | 
3 in the Judgment of the wiſeſt e to give 
©; Pp Men a Place in Heaven f | 


v 


. 


— 


2 But chis would not t pass with . No- 8 
man. They deſpifed ſueh groſs Imaginations. 
But tho' they did not:allow theſe, they foupd out 
3 another Way to get to Heaven without Holineſs. 
=: In the Room of them they ſubilituted/Penances, 
We Pilgrimages, Praying to Saints and Angels: And 
- above all theſe, Maſſes for che Dead, Abſolution 
- by a Prieſt, and extreme Unction. *And theſe ſa- 
tisfy the Ramen: its full as well as Lftratians did the 
Heathens. "Thouſands of them make no Manner 
of Doubt, but by a diligent Uſe of theſe, without Ek 
any Holineſs at * they ſhall fee the Lokp in 
\ Glory. 


415 However 


7 e 8 e 


| 5 er Projettants will not be fatisfied* 
55 thus: They know this Hope is no better than a 
Spider's Web. They are convinced, that who- 
ever leans on this, leans on the Staff of a broken 
Recd. What then can they do? How {hall they 
hope to ſee Gop without Holineſs? Why, by do- 
ing no Harm, doing Good, going to Church and 
Sacrament, And many "Thouſands fit don con- 
tent with this, believing they are in the hi,; gb Road 
to Heaven. 


— _ 
_— 
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5. Vet many cannot ref here. They look 
upon this as the very Popery of Protęſtantiin. They 
well know, that altho' none can be a real Chriſtian, 
without: careful ly. abftaining from all Evil, uſing 
every Means of Grace at every Opportunity, 2hd 
doing all poſſible Good to all Men: Vet a Man: 
5 may go thus far, may do all this, and: be but an 
Heathen till. They know this Rcligion is: to 
ſuperticial : It is but Mit were. kin deep. [{here- 
fore it is not Chriſffavity ;- for rat lies in the 
Heart: It is, Worſhiping Gon in Spicit and in 


a 
2 Truth. It is no other than ie Kingdom; If Go 0 

| Oo avithin ws < It is the. Life „ Gb in the Soul of Mane. 
| It is the Mind which was in Carer. Jxsus: 135 ES 
„ Righteouſi e aud Peace: and * in t Hely G. 5 
, 6. Beſides, they ſee, thats] be this! Relat 1 Ol 
„ lower or deeper, it does nqdt ſtand or the right 
5 Foundation: Aince other. Foundation for true Reli- 
1 | gion can un Man lay, than that Wh is laid; eugen 
" C-ERISTD Jesus: : dipce no; one can have the Mind 
e ä which was in CHRIST, ' ll he is juſtified by his 
r Blood; tilt he is forgiven and reconcitet to Gop,. 
Co NS tbr! che Redemption that is in Aa CHRIST. . 
1 And, none can be jut. > 1” thev are. well ally ted. 

but by Faith, even 3 oY alolie Wein 20 em only | 

1 $3.1 Wo oo ag TY "mM that. 
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ht Bolieveth an Gon who juſtißeth the Ungodly, his 
Faith is counted'to him for Righteouſneſs. 


7. What Evaſion now? What Way could 


"Satan take to make all this Light of none Effect! 


What could be done when that grand Truth, By 


Grate ye are ſaved thre Faith, was more und more 


generally received? What indeed but to perſuade 
the'very Men who had received it, to turn the Grace 
of God into Laciviouſneſs ® To this End Simon 
Magus appeared again, and taught That CRI 


4c had done, as well as ſuffered; all- That his 


*. Righteouſneſs being imputed to ac, we need none 
<6 of our own: That ſeeing there was ſo much 
< Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in Him, there needs 
ec no more in #5: That to think we have any, or 
ac to deſire or ſeek any is, To renounce CuRIS T: 
„ That from the Beginning to the End of Salva- 
cc tion, all is in ChRIs T, nothing in Man; and 
ec that thoſe who teach otherwiſe are legal 
% Preachers, and know nothing of the Geſpel.“ 


een er the Rect, the Root 


of all Holineſs, all true Religion. Hereby Christ 


4s fiabbed in the Haæuſe of his Friends, of thoſe who 


make the largeſt Profeſſions of Te Wee honour- 
ing Him: The whole Deſign of his Death, namely 


zo deflirey the Works of the Devil, being overthrown 


ata Stivke, For wherever this Doctrine is cordi- 


- ally received, it leaves no Place for Holineſs. It 
Wemoliſhes it from Top to Bottom; it deſtroys 
both Root and Pranch. It effeQualty tears up all 
Mee of it, all Endeavour after it. It forbids all 
ſuch Exhortaions as might excite thoſe Defires, 
or aviken thoſe Endeavours, May, it makes 
Men ard of etional Holineſs, afraid of cheriſh- 


Ig any 4hought of it, or Motion toward it, leſt 


they 
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they ſhould'deny che Faith , and rejeft Center and 1 
75 Righteouſneſs. So that inſtead of being zealoits 
| of good Works, they are a Stink in their IWoftrils. 


| And they are infinitely more afraid of the Mori; of 
| Gop, than of the M ort of the Devil. 
| 


10. Here 1 Wiſdom! Tho” nde che Wiſdom of 
| the Saints, but Wiſdom from beneath. Here 18 
| 


the Maſter-Piece of Satan Farther than this he 
cannot go. Men are holy, without à Grain of 
| Holineſs in them] Holy in Cxxisr, however un- 
Holy in themſelves! They are in CHRTS T, without 
one Jot of the Mind that was in CHRIST: In 
nns, tho' their Nature is whole in them. 
They are compleat in Him, tho? they are in them- 
ſelvet as proud, as vain, as covetous, as paſſionate 
| as ever. It is enough: They may de unrighteous 
| ſtill, ſeeing Cnalsr has ; fulfilled all Righteenfneſs ! 


| 11. O ye fimple ones, how dong will, ye love Sim- 
Plͤlicity? How long will ye ſeek Death in the Error of 
Jour Life Knnu qe not, whoever teacheth you-other= 
| wile, tbo? i; Unrighteous: fha!l not inherit. the Kiag-- 
dom of Con? Be not deceived: Altho' there are 
many lie in wait to deceive, and that under the fair 
Pretence of exalting CHRIS TH: A Pretence which. 
| the more eaſily ſteals upon , becauſe te yo He is 
4 precious. But as the Lon. liveth,. Neither Farni- 
cators, nor Jdolatzrs, nor Adulberers, nor E Feminate, 
nor Sadomites, nur Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drink 
ards, nor Reuilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inberi the 
Kingdon: of Gop. Such. indeed were ſome of van. 
But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſed, as well us 
juſtified, in the Name of the Lox5 Jesvs, by. the 
Spirit of our Gop. You are really changed: You | 
are not only account:d but actually made r:7hteouss- | 


+ T6 ? Law, the inward Power, F the Spirit of Ro 


e 


Terr 54.  F 7 


in CHRIST Teas, hook 2 5 you 725 really, actu- 
ally free, rom the Lat or Peawer of Sin and Death, 
This is Liberty, true, Goſpel: Liberty, experienced 
by every Believer: Not Freedom from the Law of 
Gop, or the Works of (309, but from the Law 
of Sin, and the Works of the Devil. See that ye | 
Stand fafl in this real, not Mmnagina ry Liberty, wheres © | 
with CaRisT. bath made you free. And take heed 
ye be not intargied again, by Means of theſe vain- 
Boaſters, 2: the Yoke of that. vile Bandage to-Sin, 
from which ye are now clean eſcaped. I. teſtify 
unto you, that if you. {ti} coatinue in Sin; CHRIST 
| ſhall profit you nothing: That CMRlsr is no Sa- 
. viour to 5%, unleſs He ſaves- you up rear Sins; 
WW and that unleſs it purify. your Heart, Faith hall 
profit you, pothing, O when will Ye underſtand, 
that to oppoſe either Inward or Qutward Holineſs, 
under Colour of exalting CHRIST, is directly to 
act the Part of Jullas, to Leer ay the Gon b of Nam with: 
a Kifs  Repent, repent | Left He cut you in fun- 
der with the two-edged Sword that. cometh: out of 
bis Mouth | It is vu Jour jelvas,, that by. oppoſing 
the very End:of his Coming into th > Won ds are” | 
crucifying the Son of Gon atre E; and putting kun, * 
to an open Shame. It is 5% that by expecting io 
fee the Loxp without Holineſs, thro' the Righteouſ- 
Sy: of fF CHRIST; #7 nake the Blrd of the Covenant an 
un Thing, keeping thoſe unholy that fo truſt. in 
1 0 beware | For Evil is before you! If thoſe 
Who name not the Name of Cuglsr, and die! in 
their Sins, ſhall de puniſhed ſeven-fold, ſurely you 
' who thus make CHRIST a Ain iſber of Sin, ſhall be 
e ſeventy and ſeven fold, W hat! Make | 
Exist deftroy: his own Kingdom ? Make CHRISSTr 
2 7 for Satan! Set Curt: T agaigſt Halinefs! | 
=O '1 alk of Canis: L As fan, 1 hes People 1103 their Sins 5 
I is no better, than. to lay '3. He ſaves th em from 
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tbe Guilt, and not from the Power of Sin. Will 


you make the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST ſuch ia Co- 


ver for the Unrighteouſneſs of Man? So that this 
- means the Unrighteons of every Kind, ſhall inhorit 
the Kingdom of Gop |: Stop! Conſider! What are 
you doing? You did run well: Who hath be- 


-witched.you ? Who: hath corrupted you from the 
Simplicity of CHRIST, from: the Purity of the 


Goſpel? Vou did kaο ] ;, He that belieueth is barniof 


Gon: And:20hofarver is bern of (50D, ſinneth nar, 
but while be beepeth himſelſ, that ꝛbieled One taucheth 


bim nut. O come back: to the. true, the pure, the 


old Goſpel! That which ye received in the Begin- 
ning. Come back to CHRIS, who died to make 
vou an holy People, zealaus f : good Mors. Ne- 


member from: whence your are fallen and repent, and de 


: the ſinſt Mor ks. Your Father worketh hitherto: Do 
ye work: Elſe your Faith is vain. For tot than 
Anu, O vain, O empty Man, that Faith without 
ond is daad? Wilt thou know that ho I bave all 
Haiib, fo:as te remove Mountains, and have not Love, 
uni nothing? Wilt thou know, that all the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of CHRIS, unleſs that Mind be 


in thee aohich was in Him, and thou likewiſe wall as 


CRI alted, will only increaſe thy Damnation ? 
any Man teach atherꝛbiſe, and conſent not to wholjome 
Mord, and to the Doctrine which is, accoruing ta Gods 
| doneſs, He is praud, knowtng nothing, but dating about 
0 1 0 of Mords, whereof come Railings, Evil - ſur- 
milings ; perverſe Diſputings of Men of: corrupt 
Minds, and: deſtitute of the Truth. Be. no longer 
catraid. of the ſtrongeſt Exhortat ions either to In- 


ward or Outward Holineſs. Hereby: Gop the Fa- 
ther is glorified, and Gap the Son truly exalted, 


Do not ſtupidly and ſenſeleſly call this dega“ a filly, 


zunmeaning Word. Be not afraid of being under 
a 8 *. 
be Law of Gp, but ot being under the Laue, Bin. 
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Tove the ſtricteſt preachin beſt, that which moſt 


- fearches the Heart, and ſhews you wherein you 


are unlike CHRIS TH: And that which preſſes you 


moſt, to love Him with all your Heart, and ſerve 


Him with all your Strength, 


12, Suffer me to warn you of another filly, 


unmeaning Word: Do not ſay, I can do nothing.” 


If fo, then you know nothing of CHRIS HH: Then 
e no Faith. For if you have, if you be- 
eve, then you can do ail T hings thre CHRIST who 
ſtrengtheneth you. You. can love Him and keep 
his Commandments. And to 5% bis Commandments. 
are not grievous. Grievous to them that believe! 


Far from it. They are the Joy of your Heart. 
Shew then your Love to CHRIST by keeping his 
Commandments, by walking in all his Ordinances 


blameleſs. Honour CHRIST by abeying Him with: 


all your Might, by ſerving Him with all. your 


Strength. Glorify CuzisT by imitating CHRIST 


in all Things, by walking as He walked. Keep 
to CRgIsr, by keeping in all his Ways: Truft in. 
CHrIsT, to live and reign in your Heart. Have 


Confidence in CrurisT. that He will fulfill in you 
all his great and precious Promiſes ; that He will 
work in-you all the good Pleaſure of his. Goodneſs, 
and all the Work of Faith with Power. Cleave to- 
CHRIST, till his Blood have cleanſed you from all 


Pride, all Anger, all evil Defire. Let CHRISTH do- 
all! Let Him that has done all for you, do all in- 
"you. Exalt CHRIST as a Prince to give Repentance: 
Saviour, both to give Remiſſion of Sins, and to 
erxeate in you a new Heart, to renew a right Spirit 
weichin you. This is the Goſpel, the pure, genuine 
.Golpel.; glad Tidings of great Salvation. Not the 
New, but the. Old, the everlaſting Goſpel, the 
Goſpel not of Simon Magus, but of JesUs CHRIST; 
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The Gov and Father of our Lonp Jesvs Chah 1 
give you according to the Riches of his Glory, to % 
Jirengthened with Might by his Spirit i in the inner Han, 
that ChRISsT may dwell in your Hearts by Paiths 
That being rooted and grounded in Eove, ye may be able 
to comprehend with'all Saints, what is the Length, and 
Breadthz and Depth, and Heightz, And to know that 
Love of CHRIST, which ſurpaſſeth Knowledge meg 
may be filled with all the 7 15 Y Gop | 
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